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name of Mumbai is taken from the Marathi name for a Hindu goddess. As India’s financial and enter-
tainment center, Mumbai attracts migrants from across India who speak scores of languages in addition 
to English and Hindi. Store signs in the city were typically in English until a 1961 law made it mandatory 
to use local script. Even so, merchants displayed small Marathi signs next to large English ones. 

From among India’s officially recognized languages, individual states are free to adopt their own 
language of administration and education. Every citizen has the right to petition the government in 
any of the official languages. Yet English is India’s most important language for national, political, 
and commercial communication. English speakers, largely in the south, argue that Hindi as an official 
language would exclude those who don’t speak it.

India has 61 million Internet users. Currently, as the predominant language on the Internet in 
India is English, Facebook is the top social network in India. The most popular local website in India 
is Bharatstudent.com, popular among students. The extent of social media use in India became known 
during the terrorist attacks on Mumbai in 2008. An estimated 80 eyewitness tweets were being sent 

Map 5.2  India

Agra

NEW
DELHI

INDIA
Bhopal

Nagpur

Kolkata

BURMA

BHUTAN

0 200 400 km

0 200 400 mi.

CHINA

Amritsar

NEPAL

Hyderabad

Mumbai

Panaji

Marmagao
Bangalore Chennai

Vishakhapatnam

Andaman
Islands

Puducherry Port Blair

NICOBAR
ISLANDS

Madurai

Kozhikode

Kochi
Tuticorin

SRI
LANKA

Laccadive
Sea

Bay of
Bengal

Ahmadabad

Kanpur

Kanchenjunga

BANGLADESH

Imphal

Kandla

Srinagar


